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HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDRARY ERUCATION

Phone: 3628 8551
Ref: DSE/94-2
25 September 2008

Dear Principal
2012 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination Regulations

As you are aware, the new senior secondary curriculum will be implemented i 2009,
with the first administration of the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education
(HKDSE) examination taking place in 2012. To facilitate schools in making
preparation for the examination, I am enclosing a document covering the key
examination regulations of the HKDSE in both English and Chinese for your
reference and circulation among your teachers.

Regarding the maximum number of subjects to be taken by candidates and the subj ect
combination, please note that the decision was based on the structure of the new
senior curriculum and the views collected from school councils,

If you have any questions or enguiries, please contact Mr K W Lok of the School
Examinations and Assessment Division at 3628 8951.

Yours faithfully

H
H
i

Margaret Hui (Ms)
General Manager
School Examinations and Assessment Division

FHRERBLBHEE EAERIFETE I 1 30E5ER 1242 12/F, Southorn Centre, 130 Hennessy Road, Warnchai, Hang Kong
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Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority
Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination Regulations

Introduction

1.

The first Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination (HKDSE)
will be conducted in 2012 in accordance with the provisions of the Hong Kong
Examinations and Assessment Authority Ordinance.

The primary purpose of the HKDSE is to measure the attainment of candidates
who have completed a full-time three-year senior secondary course. The
Examination is conducted annually, mainly in April and May.

Subjects of the Examination

3.

There are three categories of subjects:

Category A
These refer to the 24 New Senior Secondary (NSS) subjects.

Category B
These refer to the Applied Learning subjects. The number of subjects offered has
yet to be determined by the Education Bureau (EDB).

Category C

These refer to the other language subjects. Six subjects will be offered. The
question papers of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) will be used for
the examination.

The 24 Category A subjects are as follows:

Biology*

Business, Accounting and Financial Studies
Chemistry*

Chinese History

Chinese Language

Chinese Literature

Design and Applied Technology*
Economics

English Language

Ethics and Religious Studies

Geography

Health Management and Social Care
History

Information and Communication Technology
Liberal Studies

Literature in English



Mathematics#
Compulsory part
Extended part
Module 1. Calculus and Statistics
Module 2. Algebra and Calculus
Music
Physical Education
Physics*®
Science*
Combined Science (Biology & Chemistry)
Combined Science (Biology & Physics)
Combined Science {Chemistry & Physics)
Integrated Science
Technology and Living*
Tourism and Hospitality Studies
Visual Arts

Note:

*  Subjects that require laboratory/workshop facilities:
(a) These include Biology, Chemistry, Design & Applied Technology,
Physics, Science and Technology & Living.
(b) Participating schools will have to provide the laboratory/workshop
facilities for practical work.
(c) A private candidate may enter for these subjects only if
» the candidate can produce evidence of having sat the subject in a
previous HKCEE, or in an equivalent public examination;
e centres and facilities for the examination of the subject are
available.

#  There are two parts to Mathematics: the compulsory part and the extended
part. Candidates may choose to take either the compulsory part or the
compulsory part plus one of the modules of the extended part. Candidates
can choose to take only one of the modules in the extended part. The results
in the two parts will be reported separately on the certificate.

Under Category B, there are a wide range of Applied Learning subjects. These
are grouped under six areas:

Applied Science

Business, Management and Law
Creative Studies

Engineering and Production
Media and Communication
Services

The subjects under Category B have yet to be determined by the Education
Bureau. The full course list and the relevant course descriptions will be available
by the end of 2008.

Assessment of Applied Learning subjects will be undertaken by course providers.
After moderation by the HKEAA, the final results will be recorded on the
HKDSE certificate.
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Note:
The regulations on Applied Learning subjects will be announced in mid 2009.

Under Category C, there are six other language subjects:

French
German
Hindi
Japanese
Spanish
Urdu

Question papers at AS level from CIE will be used for these six subjects.

Forbidden combination of subjects

7.

There are two streams in Science: Combined Science and Imtegrated Science.
Candidates who take this subject have fo choose either one. In addition, to ensure
there is no overlap with Biology, Chemistry and Physics, in each of the following
groups of subjects, only one may be entered for in the same Examination:

Biology

Integrated Science

Combined Science (Biology & Chemistry)
Combined Science (Biology & Physics)

Chemistry

Integrated Science

Combined Science (Biology & Chemistry)
Combined Science (Chemistry & Physics)

Physics

Integrated Science

Combined Science (Biology & Physics)
Combined Science (Chemistry & Physics)

Maximum number of subjects to be taken

8.

Candidates may take up to a maximum of eight subjects. These subjects may
come from Categories A, B and C. If a candidate chooses to take the extended
part of mathematics, the result on the extended part will be reported separately
from the compulsory part. The extended part is not regarded as an additional
subject. Also, for candidates choosing eight subjects, at least one of the subjects
chosen must come from the following areas:

(a) Fthics and Religious Studies/Music/Physical Education/Visual Arts in
Category A

(b) Applied Learning subjects in Category B

(¢) Other language subjects in Category C
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Registration of schools for participating in HKDSE

9.

10,

The participation of schools in the Examination shall be subject to the prior
approval of the HKEAA. At the time of application for participation, the school
should provide evidence that it is a registered school and is running courses and
operating classes in accordance with the Education Bureau registration
requirements; and that the school agrees to comply with the examination
regulations. For school candidates, there will be a school-based assessment
(SBA) component for the following subjects:

Biology

Chemistry

Chinese Language

Chinese History

Design and Applied Technology
English Language

History

Information and Communication Technology
Liberal Studies

Physics

Science

Visual Arts

The Authority will not accept entries for these subjects from candidates presented
by schools which do not join the SBA scheme.

Schools will be asked to apply for first participation in HKDSE with the
following conditions:

{(a) For some subjects, schools will have to declare that they can provide the
laboratory/workshop facilities for practical work. These subjects are:
Biology, Chemistry, Design & Applied Technology, Physics, Science and
Technology & Living.

{(b) Schools will have to submit the application three years before the first
examination in March 2009 for the first administration of HKDSE.

{(¢) Schools will also be required to make the declaration that they must place
their staff at the reasonable disposal of the HKEAA and make their school
premises available as may be required for the conduct of examinations.
Schools which cannot comply with this requirement in a particular year will
need to apply to the HKEAA for exemption.

Note:
Information on school registration will be announced in early 2009,

Participation by private candidates

11

The HKDSE will be open to private candidates who can meet one of the
following conditions:

(a) have sat the previous HKCEE or HKDSE (for private candidates in 2013
4



12,

13.

and after), or
(b) have reached the age of 19 by 1 January of the year of the Examination, or
(¢) have completed or is cumrently pursuing a non-HEKDSE curriculum
equivalent to Secondary 6 in the year preceding the examination.

A private candidate may enter for a subject which requires laboratory/workshop
facilities (subjects with *) only if the candidate can produce evidence of having
sat the subject in a previous HKCEE, or in an equivalent public examination.
[Notwithstanding this provision, the Authority will not accept eniries from
private candidates for Design and Applied Technology.]

The Authority may consider applications from persons possessing other
qualifications or pleading special circumstances. Applications under this
regulation must be made in writing to the Secretary General before 1% September
in the year preceding the Examination.

Reporting of results

14.

15.

16.

For category A subjects, results will be reported in five levels (1-5), with Level 1
being the lowest and Level 5 the highest. Achievements below Level 1 will be
designated as “unclassified”. At the top end, to give appropriate recognition to
outstanding candidates, top Level 5 candidates will be awarded Level 5** and
the next top Level 5 candidates will be awarded Level 5*.

For Category B subjects, results will be reported as “Unattained”, “Attained” and
“Attained with distinction”.

For Category C subjects, marking and grading will be conducted by CIE. Results
will be reported in five grades (A-E), with grade E being the lowest and grade A
being the highest. Achievements below grade E will be designated as
“ungraded”.

September 2008



EEEZARTEZR
BEPBHEEZHAM

il

5l

|, BWESHTETEERGRETESRETLREEAR 2012 4
BT -

2. BmMERTETEESNWEERN  EXEEEZF2AMEH
MESEENBERER - UENSEER X REEHFHRM -
a1 HE#ET -

ZH# B
3. AW EEBRERRE T ZHER

B 4
EEE RSP 24 MBHE -

Y8
LSRN REEAZENE - AERENMREEEMRES
BRH -

BT
WL EMEERE - MRS EEMET SRR > WA RE
A B PR E B R S T A -

|

4 HESBEAEH MEBES

4+
% G R HER
s

o

o B 25

B 32

25 3 5 6 R AR ¢

2 i

B R 5L

i



e B B SR

I 2

i B B B i & O 1
- FEsE
Hil R BB
T

3

B

=3

WAEER

AT (0 5
Bt WS kA
BioZ REEMES

4
wE
v H

R

HARE (EYRMALE)
HEarE (EYEYHE)
HERE (LERYHE )

R

B B4 9
R s A
B 1

=

MEREERERILSNMRE

(a) EERHERE £% €2

BLLE B A -

REHEIE IR R WEE B

(b) 2MERNERBRUTRERN T ERMHELETE

B E %

(¢) LT MM RLIEHBRT  BEATHEE S ERBE -
o EHEARBVBEEEEEDETERMELL

B B o BB R

o MEIHME EWHAE R E LT -

BEROSWERS - LB LEMRE S -

4T H AT E

BHELEES  RLENE®RES PO S —@ET - &
S A A F TR EL D PR R — BT o B BT RES S

B TG TE A B B BURERA -



5. ZEBRESLZHEEREZERE MU RET A EEE

JE ] B 22

R BH AR
- RIEEE

LA B

HEnEE

i 55

ZEEBENBEHNESFAERME - FENEBABEHBENE R
A 2008 48 4F FE A A -

ERZ2ER2HNWTR IEHHENREREETARRE - 5E£0
REKETRETRERNTETEREE L -

o ERERAEE 2R R 2000 FEPF LA -
6. WEREBEEETLUTAEEMAESHE -

P
ok
i i 36
B
7 BE 5 3
BB

FURERRATEREEREEXTRS R EEERBNEE
HETT 5 1 o

SHERRHZRE

7. FETHRERESBRMESE  HENBEREERE - BEM
BRNEEDEREMMESRPEELD—ME - B4 REAE
BELEY LB EYHBREWNE - F L RAHE R — X%

 HmETHEE B Py —EER



XV

WEHE

HERE (EYEAE)
a2 (EYEYHE)

&

SR
MARE (LWRLE)
MERE (LERNE)

)

i e B2

HERE (R PE)
HEare (hERYE)

HEBMBERZLE

8.

C(a)  FSEEERY b p i

HEERLZAHEAR - FHEBIBRETRE - ZERZESERHE
B BKE - 358 4 R BEENBRALEFEIRD - BRI D8 A
W B S A A B BTN 0 SRIE (R R D UG R MR S AR S Y — {1 2
Bl o Bhoh > EHLBREBEE AR WEDEP—BFE T IHEIS
RIFHE -

4% Be 8 /R

%%

(b) ZHEER B ERE;

S FH
2 FHE
(¢) WEHEHTHAMEZTHH

BRenEaiPRxREdcmanii

0. EBWUERBHFRESRIME  FU2NMAEH - FERLZNEH

BRI SR FRAER  BUEBRNEMER - LRBEAFRE
CEMH AR ERRE  HIRREETABH ZHHAN - 5
b BRELFSM T ISR RATFE



41y

12

B 5

vf B B 5R
FET L FE A B
% B 5

FE 52

B GE AR
WA E

Y

kL2

R &30

10.

HEMRESERATEE > ETFREIEETHEL 2N b
MELEHZHEE -

§

HAEXRL2MEERRERER SR LER G TR

(a) BMELHEERE  ZRERASBHEREREEZACE

RIEE = TS - Sl BEAE &4~ 8 - 2%
BIERARE - YE - BB EHEETR -

(b) ZMEETEPEREANZER  LARBTERME

0 B 2009 4 3 HE & RERL R -

C(¢) ZMMTELEE REIRHABEREEEAE RGN

B - A BRER  ERULAMBREERUERE
MM BRERRENEZERFORETEARRSES
oo RILNEEETFRMERELET -

E EHEREAZHEERR 2009 £EILMm -

HEEEMES 2 AN

11.

BAFE TFTIMEER b —EE ST UERBES S MEHBSP
B BB

C(a) EBIMTFERDREE > NEHEPEIEEH (2013 FRL

BT EBEER) R
(b) DIAZEENZ 1 | HEE  H+hpz At x



(¢) HFEHBWPEBER > ARFHMN—FCERUELAE

12.

13.

F EL Pt

BEERAELUTER T ATREEETRE W T IER M
H (W3t ®E) BFLERFELESG2NEMBALTETS
FE > HEMEZAMERPEESZAE CRE G EA R
B AT E R B SOR D -

HigHMERRSEBELE WU aEREHRERELAEH - F
O EREE -2 98 | HLT - LEEBAREFRE
WERELEFE -

B AKE

14,

FESBR EERERL S HMEH (12 5) 84 LI 1HFR
BEE BSERES  F1ISRUTHRESTTHRE - FHE
BEHERME LD REBGEEWHESEHD ", 8O BER

C RBEEFLL T, R

15,

16.

ZEERWPIER B U= ESEREM 0 0 RER - E
Bk CEEERRER

WERBORE - 30 KA RS TFR H 2B 25 R R
MEEET MMM SEER (AEE) 8, LERRR
&+ A fRE S o B LT A BRI T TR -



